
What do you really get into in life?  Is it sports,
friends, movies, your family, job, music?  As Christians,
we know that our life in Christ is not just another
something to get into, but rather completely immersed.
As we ‘dive in,’ we find that our faith impacts every-
thing else we do. St.Paul puts it this way:

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name ofthe Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.”Col. 3:17   

The theme selected for the summer is "Dive In"
based on Colossians 3:12-17,which will challenge
campers to 'dive in' to their lives as Christians by the
grace ofGod. Nearly 30 summer staff members from
a variety ofcolleges have signed on to spend 11 weeks
this year in leading campers through all ofthe great
activities offered at Camp like archery,boating, Bible
study,singing, swimming, and a variety ofsports.

Camp Lutherhaven offers 20 different pro-
grams that include those individually designed for fam-
ilies, children,and teens spanning one day to seven
days. Some ofthe camps are filling especially quickly
so register soon using the information on our website
(www.lutherhaven.org) or call the Camp at
260.636.7101 for a brochure. Financial aid is available
through the generosity ofCamp Lutherhaven friends
and supporters for any family with financial needs.

Join us for an incredible summer offaith and fun.
But be warned,you might get a little wet.
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5/28-5/31 Family Work Weekend  
6/8-6/11 Developmentally Disabled Camp 
6/13-6/18 Youth 1

Pee Wee 1
Pee Wee 2

6/18-6/20 Family Camp 1
6/20-6/25 International Youth Camp 2

Clubhouse A 
6/20-6/26 Servant Event 1 - All Nations 

Outreach
6/25 Developmentally Disabled 

Day Camp
6/25-6/27 Father/Son Weekend 
6/27-7/2 Youth 3

Adventure Unlimited  
Clubhouse B  

7/4-7/9 Youth 4
Pee Wee 3
Pee Wee 4
Clubhouse C (Girls only)

7/11-7/16 ReGroup
7/11-7/17 Servant Event 2 - Go!
7/18-7/23 Youth 5

Pee Wee 5
Pee Wee 6
Clubhouse D

7/23-7/25 Family Camp 2
7/24 Kindercamp 1
7/25 Chicken Dinner
7/25-7/30 Youth 6

Clubhouse E
7/30-8/1 Mother/Daughter Weekend
8/1-8/6 Discovery

Pee Wee 7
Pee Wee 8
Tri-C Trip
Clubhouse F (Boys only)

8/7 Kindercamp 2
8/8-8/13 Youth 7

Clubhouse G

Summer Schedule 2004

Div’in in off the raft into Lake Muncie. (ok,so they’re really jumping)



From the Director
Recently, I took two of my boys out for our first

springtime fishing venture on Lake Muncie. Boy, were we
excited. Earlier that day another family was fishing off
shore and showed us the fruit of their labor. There were
four to five fish in their bucket which included the biggest
crappie I had ever seen.While we were chatting they
pulled in another good size sunfish. This all was taking
place in the middle of the day,sun overhead,only about 15
feet from shore in no more than two feet ofwater. We just
knew we were going to pull in truck loads offish later that
day. We had it all planned out.Sam found the worms, I
secured the camera and poles, Joey hauled the tackle box,
and we set out right after supper as the sun was dipping
down,usually a great time to be fishing. We started out
from shore,testing out all our equipment and undaunted by
the fact that we hadn't secured a single bite. We then set
out in a canoe, working the shoreline using worms and
lures. We waited as each minute passed by for that tension
in the line, or the bobber to disappear. But not a single
fish!  An hour and a halflater, we faced the inevitable
truth. We were skunked.

Who would have guessed that fishing that day
would be successful at such an unexpected time and 

location.
The disciples surely were even more

astonished than we were when Jesus taught
them a bit about fishing.

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the
shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was
Jesus. He called out to them: 

"Friends, haven't you any fish?"
"No," they answered. He said, 
"Throw your net on the right side ofthe boat and you will

find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in
because ofthe large number offish. 
John 21:4-6 (NIV)  

You and I are commanded by God to be fishers of
men. But as I learned with my recent experience with fish-
ing, the time and location may not be expected.If you're
like me, it's much easier to think about “fishing for men”at
times and places ofmy choosing. Unfortunately,with an
attitude like that, I miss many opportunities when the Spirit
is saying, "let down your net on the other side."  Lord,
strengthen us to see with your eyes, so that we may boldly testify of
Your love and grace in Jesus Christ, Amen.
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Calendar of
Events
Summer/Fall 2004 
(Camp Lutherhaven programs in bold)

May
28-31 Family Work Weekend

June
1-7 Summer Staff Training
7-9 Emmaus Confirmation Retreat
8-11 Developmentally Disabled Camp
11-12 House ofPrayer Women's Retreat
13-18 Youth 1/Pee Wee 1 & 2
18-19 Girl Scout Troop #550
18-20 Family Camp 1
20-25 International Youth Camp 2 

Clubhouse A
20-26 Servant Event All Nations 

Outreach
25 Developmentally Disabled Day 

Camp
25-27 Delta Retreat
25-27 Father/Son Weekend
27-Jul 2 Youth 3/Adventure 

Unlimited/Clubhouse B

July
4-9 Youth 4/Clubhouse C

Pee Wee 3 & 4
6-7 21st Century Scholars
8-9 21st Century Scholars
9-11 Staff Weekend
10 Cequent Elec. Products Co. Picnic
11-16 ReGroup
11-17 Servant Event Children Go
17 Quiet Waters Retreat
18-23 Youth 5/Clubhouse D

Pee Wee 5 & 6
23-25 Family Camp 2
24 Kindercamp 1
25 Chicken Dinner
25-30 Youth 6/Clubhouse E
30-Aug 1 Mother/Daughter Weekend

August
1-6 Discovery/T ri-C Trip

Clubhouse F/Pee Wee 7 & 8
6-8 Janetzke family reunion
7 Kindercamp 2
8-13 Youth 7/Clubhouse G
12-15 Wheaton College Graduate reunion
13-15 Good Shepherd Luth Family Retreat
16-20 Saylor Family Retreat
21-22 Concordia HS Koinenea Retreat
27-29 Suburban Beth Family Retreat

Stepping Stones Confirmation 
Retreat

September
3-5 Steinbauer Family Reunion
4-5 Limmer Wedding
10-12 Concordia Confirmation Retreat
14 Homeschool Field Trip
15-17 Central Luth 7th ODE
18 Camp Lutherhaven Golf Outing
18-19 Northern IN District Junior Hi 

Youth Rally
22-24 Emmanuel/St Michael 5th grade 

ODE
25-26 Fort Wayne Guides

October
1-3 Family Retreat 
9-10 Fort Wayne Guides
12 Homeschool Field Trip
14-15 St John Luth 5th & 6th ODE
15-17 Confirmation Retreat
16 Fall Work Day at Camp 

Lutherhaven
22-23 Concordia Seminary Student Wives 

Retreat
22-24 St.Michael Luth Family Retreat
29-31 Unity Performing Arts 
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Enjoy Camp on Sundays
Sunday is a great day in the summer to enjoy

Lutherhaven and enjoy outdoor worship, good food,
and a variety ofrecreation.

Each summer, Lutherhaven holds worship serv-
ices in its outdoor pavilion. Campers that are coming or
going, their families, the community, and anyone else
who desires to join us for this 11 am outdoor worship is
welcome. Dates and guest speakers are as follows:

May 29 Dr. Rev. Robert Shriner (Saturday night)
June 13 Rev.Klausmeier
June 20 Rev.Jim Keller
June 27 to be announced
July 4 to be announced
July 11 Vicar Brian Pratt
July 18 Rev.Phil Schamehorn
July 25 Rev.Larry Merino (Chicken Dinner)
August 1 Rev. Kern
August 8 Rev.Gary Miller

After the service, Sunday Dinner is served in the
Lodge Dining Room. Ages 13+:$5.50/person,children
ages 6-12:$4/person,children 5 & under are free. You
may also bring a picnic lunch and dine inside our air
conditioned Lodge,or sit at a picnic table in the great
outdoors. Stay and enjoy the afternoon by swimming,
boating, or hiking around camp until the Camp program
begins at 2:45 p.m. We hope to see youthis summer!

GOLF for Camp Lutherhaven

Registration Form
Player 1 o $75
Name _____________________________
Address _____________________________
City _____________________________
State/Zip _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email _____________________________

Player 2 o $75
Name _____________________________
Address _____________________________
City _____________________________
State/Zip _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email _____________________________

Player 3 o $75
Name _____________________________
Address _____________________________
City _____________________________
State/Zip _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email _____________________________

Player 4 o $75
Name _____________________________
Address _____________________________
City _____________________________
State/Zip _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email _____________________________
Please make checks out to and return to:

Camp Lutherhaven,1596 S. 150 W., Albion, IN 46701

Join friends ofCamp Lutherhaven for a
round of golf at Cobblestone GolfCourse in
Kendallville, IN on September 18th,2004.This

event is a fundraiser for the ministry of
Camp Lutherhaven.The shotgun start begins
at 1:00 p.m.Dinner catered by Goegleins will
be served at 5:30 p.m.The cost for this event
is $75 per person or $300 a team which

includes all green fees, a cart, and dinner.
There are also sponsorship opportunities
available. Have a great time golfing while

supporting the outdoor ministry of Camp Lutherhaven.
For more information or to register, please contact

Dawn Modlin at 260.349.1257 or the Camp office at
260.636.7101.The registration deadline is September 3,2004.



Camp Lutherhaven Outdoor Ministry Center

4 Chips, Spring 2004

Camp Lutherhaven,located in Albion, IN, was
recently featured in an article in Better Homes and Gardens
magazine. The article, which ran in the March 2004 issue,
focused on the importance offamily retreats. Camp
Lutherhaven was featured among nine other retreat facili-
ties that offer retreats for families throughout the year. The
article encouraged families to take time out ofhectic sched-
ules to retreat as a family and reflect upon family and spiri-
tual values.

Camp Lutherhaven offers several retreat programs
for families each year. During the summer, two weekend
family retreats are available, and a third family retreat is

offered in February of each year. Families can also partici-
pate during the summer in Lutherhaven's weekend retreats
for fathers and sons or mothers and daughters,or serve the
Lord together during camp's Family Work Weekend.
Retreat facilities are also available for families or congrega-
tions to plan their own family getaway. If you would like
more information on these or any of the programs Camp
Lutherhaven has to offer, contact the Camp office at
260.636.7101 or camp@lutherhaven.org. You can also
check out camp's website at www.lutherhaven.org for more
information.

Outdoor Education
Comes In Many
Shapes and Sizes

Since 1969,Camp Lutherhaven
has become a destination for school and
homeschool groups. Over the years,
groups have come to camp for as short
as a day and as long as five days. Some
schools come once every other year and
some make a yearly trek out to Camp.

Camp has a diverse setting to
accommodate various lessons. Students
learn about what makes the water run at
the lake springs, invertebrates are studied
in the wetland areas, and plenty ofstud-
ies are made on forest creatures during
the day and at night. Yes, learning at
night! Who says outdoor education runs
only during normal school hours?  There is astronomy,
night hikes, and animal studies that run much better when
the lights are low. In fact,who says outdoor education has
to be only during warmer months?  During the colder
Indiana months, there is animal tracking, habitat, weather,
bird studies, poetry in nature,and many more.

There are several programming options available to
educators.Lutherhaven staff members can be used to sup-
plement their previously established programs, or they can
have the Lutherhaven staff run a part or their entire pro-
gram.Parents play an important role during outdoor educa-
tion; functioning as chaperones, supporters,and medics.

They sometimes also serve in other "creative" ways like bait
& tackle experts, short order cooks, and 24 hour medics! 

Most importantly,Camp Lutherhaven teaches from
a Biblical perspective on the environment.Educators can
be assured that all issues dealing with the environment will
be viewed through God's Word, giving students insight and
understanding into our great Creator and how the Lord
wants us to take care of the world He entrusts to us.

If you would like more information on outdoor
education for your class or homeschooling family,please
contact Don Schroeder. There is a whole world to discover
right outside the window!

Petty Pond serves as a great place for an outdoor education lesson,especially with our resident beavers who call it home

Lutherhaven Recognized in Better Homes and Gardens
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Surprise parties, birthday parties, anniversaries …
All are great get-away times to gather with others and cele-
brate the past and look forward to the future. Camp
Lutherhaven invites you,your family,and your congregation
to come out on Sunday, July 25 and celebrate what God has
done over the past 55 years and look forward to what He
has planned for the future with outdoors ministry at
Lutherhaven.

Beginning at 11:00 a.m.,a worship service will take
place at Camp's open air pavilion.The message during the
worship service will be given by Rev Larry Merino. He is
the senior pastor at New Life Lutheran Church in Fort
Wayne. Pastor Merino has much to celebrate from where
God has called him - to where God is leading him in his
ministry.

Pastor Larry Merino and his wife Linda are both
Gypsies who grew up in California.Becoming Christians
meant rejection by their families and their entire Gypsy
community. But Larry and Linda believed that Jesus' prom-
ise ofsalvation and eternal life was greater than anything
their culture or the world had to offer. A short time later
they also gave up the fortune telling that had been their
livelihood. Eventually,Larry felt called to become a
Lutheran minister and accepted the call as pastor ofNew
Life Lutheran Church in 1992.

Since 1994,Pastor Merino has made 13 trips to
Slovakia and 1 trip to Latvia to consult with the Lutheran
Churches there about sharing the Gospel with more than
11 million Gypsies throughout the world. He also teaches
from God's Word at churches, conferences, and mission

gatherings on
the subject of
encouraging and
equipping pas-
tors and laypeo-
ple for mission
work in all cul-
tures.

Pastor
Merino can be
reached at New
Life Lutheran
Church by tele-
phone at
260.420.3024 or
through email at
newlifer8
@aol.com.

After
the 11:00 a.m.worship service, participants are encouraged
to stay for the dinner slated for noon in the pavilion. The
meal will be catered by Goeglein's ofFort Wayne, including
chicken,rolls, vegetables, drinks, and dessert. You may pur-
chase the dinner at the door in small portions, for $5.00,
and large portions for $6.25.All proceeds from the Chicken
Dinner will go towards the ministry of Camp Lutherhaven.
Supplemental funds are being sought from Thrivent
Financial.For more information on Lutherhaven's Chicken
Dinner Sunday,please contact the Camp office at
260.636.7101 or via email at camp@lutherhaven.org.

Pastor Larry & Linda Merino with two Gypsy girls in Latvia

This Fall, in the tradition of the
Memorial Day Family Work Weekend,a

Family Work Day is planned to
help Camp Lutherhaven clean
up, rake, repair, and finish
other odd jobs after the sum-
mer season.Join us on
October 16th,2004 for a day
of service and fun.We start at
9:00 a.m.with an orientation
followed by a morning and

afternoon session.At 4:00 p.m.,families can take the
gloves off and enjoy Camp. The day will end with dinner
and closing devotion at 6:00 p.m. Childcare is provided
along with lunch and dinner, free ofcharge. Thanks for all

your help!
A whole slate of Confirmation, faith formation

retreats are also being planned again this year. Dates to jot
down for your confirmation or youth group include:

• August 27-29,2004
• October 15-17,2004
• November 12-14,2004
• December 3-5,2004
• January 14-16,2005
• March 11-13,2005  
• April 29-May 1,2005

If your group would like to have a faith formation
retreat on a different date or need registration information
for any of these, please let us know so we can accommo-
date your availability.

Work Day and Upcoming Confirmation Retreats

Chicken Dinner Celebration
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The ministry of Camp Lutherhaven is what it is today because it has at its foundation a community of supporters
that are prayerful,generous and committed to the cross ofJesus Christ.The Staff and Board of Directors at Camp
Lutherhaven wish to warmly thank all those who have joined hands with us in our endeavor to sustain an outdoor min-
istry dedicated to the great commission through year round and summer camping programs for children,youth,and
adults. If anyone is missed below please notify the Camp office so we may correct our mistake. Many also give beyond
our ability to record through in-kind donations and volunteerism.Thank you all!!!

To Protect the identity of our
donors, we have 
chosen to not publish them via
the Internet.

Thank
You!

2003 Contributors



International
Camp Rolls On
Sponsors Needed

Back by popular demand,
the 3rd annual International
Camp will take place at Camp
Lutherhaven during the week of
June 20-25,2004. This special
program allows refugee campers
from countries like Burma,
Sudan,and Bosnia to attend
camp alongside traditional
campers. The week also partners
the typical summer camp experi-
ence with special international foods, crafts,
and activities. A special benefit of this mis-
sion-minded program is that campers may
hear and see the love of Jesus in a way that
they may have never experienced before while
worldwide friendships are made.

This camp is in partnership with the
Indiana District LC-MS and is seeking spon-
sorship to fund the camp experience for those
international campers. Sponsors, which may
include congregations, church groups, schools,

and individuals, are needed to help send these
special individuals to camp. Last year more
than 30 camperships were provided and this
year the goal is to provide a week ofsummer
camp for 40 international campers at $200 per
camper.

Checks should be made out to the
Indiana District with "international camp"
written on the memo line. Send checks to the
Indiana District Office, 1145 S. Barr Street,
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 and mark the envelope
Attn: Nancy Hoffman.

Wish List 
General Camp

• Archery bows and arrows
• Broomball equipment
• Brooms
• Camperships
• Chain saw (at least 16”)
• Computer monitor
• Digital camera
• Electric keyboard/piano

repair 
• Hammer drill
• Iceberg - water recreation 

equipment
• Inner tubes
• Djembe (drum)
• Jump ropes
• Leaf rakes
• Mattresses/mattress covers
• Megaphone
• Microphone cords
• Music stands/podiums
• New postcards
• Nice serving dishes
• Overhead projector

Thank you
• Paintbrushes
• Paper folding machine
• Park benches
• Pick-up Truck
• Playground balls
• Homes/property for sale in

close proximity
• Snow cone machine
• Snow shovels/snow blower
• Table saw - large
• Tractor auger

Daniel Retreat Center

• Artwork/decorations
• Audio/visual carts

Thank you
• Board/r ecreational games
• Couches & lounge chairs
• Display board/stands
• DVD/V CR player
• Easel/dry-erase/pad
• Entry rugs
• Fireplace hardware & 

supplies (1 more)
• Outdoor rocking/ 

Adirondack chairs
• Ping-pong table - fold up
• Stepping stools
• Stools
• TVs

To donate an item from the list or
to find out more information,
please contact the Camp office.

Camp Lutherhaven Outdoor Ministry Center
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Feet First! 
Lutherhaven hosts District Youth Rally

September 18-19 are the dates that are
planned for the 4th consecutive Northern
Indiana District Junior High Youth Rally.
Camp Lutherhaven will once again be the
location for the rally which expects to increase
last year's registration of 121 attendees from
10 congregations.

This year's theme, "Feet First!" is
based on Isaiah 52:7,"How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of those who bring
good news, who proclaim peace, who bring
good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say
to Zion,"Your God reigns!" (NIV) This week-
end will be a great time of inspiration, educa-
tion, recreation, and association with other
Lutheran youth from the District's congrega-
tions. The Rally will be an intense 26-hour
time of various activities including making
new friends, incredible Bible study times,
campfire devotions, inflatable games, worship

time, outdoor activities, and Jay Laffoon,fea-
tured youth comedic speaker, all in the setting
of God's great outdoors. It is certain to be an
event that youth will not want to miss.

The registration cost of$45 covers all
programming, lodging, meals, and a 2004 rally
t-shirt. Space is limited so registrations will be
accepted from congregations on a first come-
first served basis with a final deadline of
August 31st.Registration packets will be sent
to all Indiana District congregations in May.
For more information please contact Mike
Palmreuter at 260.636.7101.
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We’re A Team!
There’s exciting things going on and you help make

it all possible!  Lutherhaven values your investment in this
ministry with your time, talents, and treasure. Each gift
makes a huge difference because it is God who works
through it. Some ways for you to team upinclude:

Fish & Loaves Club
We’re at almost 20% of

our goal of 5000 gifts ofat least
$10 each. This newly formed giv-
ing club is a great way to support
the ministry of Lutherhaven from the youngest to oldest
participant.

Become a Partner
When you donate at least 10

hours of your time -or-make a donation
of $100 or more each year for the ministry of Lutherhaven,
you become a partner with others to promote and support
an effective and unique ministry of the Church. Partners
serve as core supporters of Lutherhaven and therefore also
have input at Camp’s annual meeting in September.

Congregational Representatives
These volunteer positions, much like partners,are a

key part of the ministry as they provide the communication
link between Camp Lutherhaven and Lutheran churches in
this area. Camp desires to support the ongoing work of
each church by providing an outdoor ministry center that is
both affordable and effective. This person is not only a
communication hub, but is a key player in the ongoing min-
istry as they provide their congregation a voice at Camp’s
annual meeting each September.

Campership Fund
This fund is an important,annual need as it pro-

vides assistance to families who do not have the financial
resources to experience a summer camp program at
Lutherhaven.

If you’re a Thrivent Financial member, don’t forget
their GivingPlus program which matches gifts from $50-
$400 with 50 cents for every dollar. Give us a call for a
brochure or more information or print the form from their
website at: www.thrivent.com/fraternal/churchcommuni-
ty/pdf/gi vingplusapplication.pdf

Volunteer
List Started

Are you an adult or
family with 
1) an email address and 
2) a willingness to volunteer
for short term projects to
assist the ministry of Camp
Lutherhaven?  

If so, this article is

just for you. The
Lutherhaven office staff is
beginning to accumulate a
list of email addresses of
potential volunteers. The
goal is that when a project is
coming up (i.e. assisting
with a large mailing, paint-
ing a cabin, raking leaves,
etc.) we will send out an
email to those who have
expressed an interest in vol-
unteering. If the task and

time fit your personal pref-
erence and schedule, you
can reply and give a special
gift of service to
Lutherhaven.Any necessary
training will be provided for
each task.

If you are willing to
receive these periodic
emails, please send an email
to the camp office at
camp@lutherhaven.org.
Sending your address does

not commit you to any spe-
cific task,only to receiving
the notices.

Lutherhaven has
been truly blessed by a vast
number ofpeople who have
volunteered throughout its
55+-year history and we
hope this will be a great
opportunity for that trend
to continue.


