
Memories In
The Making

Do you remember… 
• The first time that you saw someone kiss the moose?
• How cold Lake Muncie was for Polar Bear?
• The old Lodge before the fire?
• The first mosquito that bit you while at Camp? 

(hopefully not)
• The thrill of crossing the capture the flagline with the 

flag in your hand?
• Looking up at night and seeing zillions ofstars?
• The name ofyour first counselor?
• Singing songs ofpraise to God at Ebenezer?

If you have ever set foot on Camp Lutherhaven,you
probably have an answer to at least one ofthese questions.
Those memories, hazy or vivid, can bring an abundance of
emotions to the forefront.

Summer 2006 is sure to bring a brand new summer's-
worth of memories at Camp Lutherhaven. Building on its
largest summer camp year in 2005,Lutherhaven's programs are
poised to be filled with memories for campers and families that
will last a lifetime. This year’s programs include:
• Explorer Camp (for 1st-3rd graders) 
• Youth Camp (for 3rd-7th graders)
• Servant Events and ReGroup (for 8th - 12th graders)
• Family Camp, Mother/Daughter and Father/Son Camp 

(for people ofall ages).
There are also a handful ofother specialty camps such

as Drama Camp, Clubhouse Village,Adventure Unlimited,
Discovery Camp, and International Camp  

This summer's theme is Reality Check and is based on
Romans 5:8,"But God demonstrated His love for us in this,
while we were yet sinners,Christ died for us."  

Registration is well under way and camps are filling up
quickly. For more information, call the camp office or spend
some time browsing our website. New this summer is the
opportunity to register online at...

www.lutherhaven.org

What memories will you make this summer?!
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Making memories conquering Muncie Mountain



Somehow, I don't think Lutherhaven’s name will ever
change to Camp Amphibihaven. Why?  Because ...

1) It’s long,
2) Its hard to pronounce
3) It sounds sorta slimy

and perhaps the biggest reason ...
4) The spell check doesn't like it.

Why am I writing about an
impossible name change for our won-
derful Camp? Besides people who
make their trek out to our beautiful
site, the year round inhabitants, (name-
ly the frogs, toads, and salamanders)
would vote for a grammar change,that
is, if they could vote. Their numbers
would overwhelmingly outnumber the
rest ofus.

And there are plenty ofamphib-
ian examples around to back it up. The camp
habitat is a gold mine for amphibious nurseries, from the "large"
Petty pond on the north property, to the semi-temporary athletic

field wetland,to the wooded and secluded tree house "cool
pond". Each of these habitats attracts a different variety of
amphibians. Petty pond has a draw from Green frogs (their actu-

al name) to the American toad,while the
athletic field wetland will attract the

greatest variety offrogs and toads
including spring peepers,pickerel,
leopard, chorus, and bull frogs. The
pond near the tree house has a cool-
er temperature due to the surround-

ing woods, so it attracts species that
prefer shade and lower temperatures
such as the spotted and tiger salaman-
ders and the grey tree frogs.

If you venture to Camp some-
time soon,take time out ofyour sched-
ule and visit one ofthese special places.
Chances are you will spot a local

amphibian,and then consider that name
change again.

( Amphibihaven? Camp Frogalot?
Amphibious Camp Association? …)

From the Director
This Spring, I spent the last amount ofgift money I had

been saving since Christmas - on a golf lesson.It had been a
while since I had taken a lesson for anything. Needless to say, I
was a bit anxious. I wanted to do my best,but I really wanted
the instructer to see my faults too, so he could teach me how to
correct them.Thankfully,he was very encouraging and honest.
Not just honest about naming what I was doing wrong, but also
showing me a better way.

During the lesson,he paused to say hi to another golfer
passing by. He explained to me that although this golfer played
often,he had to aim his shots 30 degrees to the right in order to
have a chance at landing his ball where he wanted it go. (truth
be told,in the near past,I’ve had to aim 30 degrees to the left to
do the same thing) He also shared that, even though he had
invited him to take a lesson,the man always refused.

It has occured to me that I am very much like that other

golfer when it comes to God’s lessons for my
life. Instead ofwelcoming God’s instruction
for His better way,I’d rather struggle through,
aiming in my own direction. How I wish I
could match the desire to put into practice
God’s instructions as much as I am motivated
at times to improve my golf game. In Psalm
51:12,David captures it well:“Restore to me
the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a
willing spirit.” (NRSV)  

If your spirit,like mine, sometimes wavers at the chance
for God to correct,encourage or instruct,then let's join with
David in praying for a willing spirit.God will never let us down,
even on those long,
par 5 holes oflife.
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Camp Amphibihaven?

A Retreat for a Woman's Soul
Women,mark your calanders for Lutherhaven’s annual Women’s retreat in 2007 called “Listen”.This retreat will explore

how listening is a central spiritual practice that makes other practices--such as prayer, worship and Bible study--transformational in
Christians' lives.

Keri Wyatt Kent,author and national speaker, will present a warm-hearted,personal exploration of learning how to really lis-
ten and be transformed by what we hear, all the while knowing God always hears us and completely understands the pleadings ofour
hearts.

Join with us for the 14th annual New Year's Retreat for women,January 26-28,2007.

Listen
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Enjoy Camp
on Sundays

Sunday is a great day in
the summer to enjoy
Lutherhaven and enjoy worship
outdoors, good food,and a
variety ofrecreation.

Each summer,
Lutherhaven holds worship
services in its outdoor pavilion.
Campers that are coming or going, their families, the commu-
nity, and anyone else who desires to join us for this 11 am
outdoor worship is welcome. Dates and guest speakers are as
follows:

May 27 (Family Work Wknd.at 7pm) - Rev.Phil Schamehorn 
June 11 - to be announced
June 18 - to be announced
June 25 - to be announced
July 2 - to be announced
July 9 -   Rev. Randy Glander (tentative) 
July 16 - Rev.David Maki
July 23 - CHICKEN DINNER - Donald Lupke
July 30 - Rev. Tom Eggold
August 6 - Rev.David Easterday

After the service, Sunday Dinner is served in the
Lodge Dining Room. Ages 13+:$5.50/person,children ages
6-12:$4/person,children 5 & under are free. You may also
bring a picnic lunch and dine inside our air conditioned
Lodge or sit at a picnic table in the great outdoors. Stay and
enjoy the afternoon by swimming, boating, or hiking around
Camp until the camp program begins at 2:45 p.m. We hope
to see youthis summer!

GOLF for Camp Lutherhaven

Registration Form
Player 1 o $75
Name _____________________________
Address _____________________________
City _____________________________
State/Zip _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email _____________________________

Player 2 o $75
Name _____________________________
Address _____________________________
City _____________________________
State/Zip _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email _____________________________

Player 3 o $75
Name _____________________________
Address _____________________________
City _____________________________
State/Zip _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email _____________________________

Player 4 o $75
Name _____________________________
Address _____________________________
City _____________________________
State/Zip _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Email _____________________________

Please make checks out to and return to:
Camp Lutherhaven,1596 S. 150 W., Albion, IN 46701

Join friends ofCamp Lutherhaven for a
round of golf at Cobblestone GolfCourse
in Kendallville, IN on September 9th,2006.
Golf Digest's Places to Playawarded
Cobblestone a rating of 4.5 out of5 stars,
placing it among North America's 330 best
public-access courses. Only 12 courses,
including legendary courses such as Pebble
Beach and Pinehurst #2,achieved all 5
stars.

This 3rd annual event is a fundraiser for
the ministry of Camp Lutherhaven.The

shotgun start begins at 1:00 p.m.Dinner catered by Goegleins
will be served at approximately 5:30 p.m.with prizes and a short
presentation to follow. The cost for this event is $75 per person
or $300 a team which includes all green fees, a cart, and dinner.

There are also hole sponsorship and gift opportunities
available. Last year’s hole sponsers included:

• Mr. Doug Hofer, Corporate Construction
• Mr. Scott Frick, CPA
• Mr. Duane Thieme, Hillyard Lyons Investments
• Mr. Floyd Hoch, Hoch Insurance Agency and
• Mr. Mark Oetting, Oetting Insurance Agency

Have a great time golfing while supporting the outdoor
ministry of Camp Lutherhaven. Last year’s score to beat was a
59 shot by Duane Thieme, Tim Frey,Rich Bienz,and Bill Walsh.
Prizes are also awarded for 2nd and 3rd place team scores,
longest drive,longest putt,and closest to the pin.

For more information, please contact the Camp office at
260.636.7101.Use the registration form below to register your



Top Floor Almost Completed
At the completion ofthe Daniel Retreat Center in 2002,

there was a section ofthe building that was not finished - the
top floor which sits above the Upper Room,Store,and main
bathrooms. It didn’t take the Board and staff long to realize the
potential for this area which is roughly 1100 square feet.

Improving the staff living conditions has been on the
short list ever since Mike Palmreuter accepted the call as Camp’s
second full-time program director five years ago. His current
facilities consist ofa cabin just under 700 square feet that has
been used for summer staff housing, campers,and long ago was
converted to a year-round facility.

Materials, funding, and labor have been given by many
including past Chicken Dinner participants, the Lilly
Endowment,The Lutheran Foundation, past supporters of the
Daniel Retreat Center, an instrumental group of men called the
Carpenter’s Helpers from Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Soest,
Doug Hofer and Corporate Construction,Jack Korte, staff, and
pictured to the right,board members Adam Gaines and Doug
Haupt.

If all goes as planned,Mike should be able to start

unpacking boxes by the time you’re reading this in order to get
somewhat settled before the summer staff arrive beginning at the
end ofMay. Thanks to all for investing in someting that will fill
a felt need and be appreciated for years to come.

Camp Lutherhaven Outdoor Ministry Center
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Adam Gaines and Doug Haupt enlnist their skills installing kitchen cabinets

Five years ago,Camp Lutherhaven decided to get inten-
tional about Confirmation retreats.

Since then,758 youth and adult participants of22 con-
gregations have attended 24 faith formation retreats.
Congregations have included those from Indiana,Michigan and
Ohio and many of the groups have returned for several years.
Confirmation is rapidly becoming one ofCamp's largest retreat
ministry areas.

In this past year, the program has seen its largest growth
- a 52% increase over the previous year which had been the
largest to date. A new component ofthe program,Step 2, has
allowed for participants to return for a second year with
enhanced programming in the retreat's faith formation goals and
has been a significant contributor of this growth.

If your congregation is interested in attending one of

these retreats, contact Mike at the
camp office.

Next year's schedule
includes the following dates:

August 25-27,2006
September 22-24,2006
November 3-5,2006
January 12-14,2007
January 19-21,2007
March 16-18,2007
August 24-26,2007.

If one of these don’t work,
give us a call to carve one out
specifically for your congregation.

For the fifth year in a row Camp
Lutherhaven will be offering a unique

experience called International Camp
and we are looking for individuals,
families, and congregation groups to
fund this outreach program. One of
the main components ofthis camp

is that we are able to have campers
here who are from a variety ofcoun-

tries. In partnership with cross-cultural
congregations in Fort Wayne and
the Indiana District ofthe LCMS,

we have set aside 40 spots for campers from Burma,Africa,
China,Mexico, and other world regions. For many of the schol-
arship recipients who are from Buddhist and Muslim families,
this can be a powerful opportunity for them to hear about Jesus.

To sponsor a camper, send a check payable to Indiana
District LC-MS and put International Camp on the memo line.
The amount per camper is $250 each, which will cover his or her
week at camp plus a little spending money for the canteen and a
t-shirt. Checks can be mailed to Nancy Losher, Indiana District
Office, 1145 S Barr St.,Fort Wayne, IN, 46802.If you have any
questions you may contact Nancy at 260.423.1511,ext. 208,or
nancy.losher@in.lcms.org.

International Camp Sponsors Needed

Confirmation Retreat Growth Continues
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July 23rd is 
Chicken Dinner Sunday!

Camp Lutherhaven's longest
running special program will take
place on Sunday, July 23,2006.
Chicken Dinner Sunday has over the
years helped the Lutheran Camp
Association raise funds for capital
improvements around the camp
property, varying from refrigerators
and lawn mowers to new buildings
and land acquisition.

The speaker for the worship
service this year will be Mr. Donald
Luepke, who has made a profound
impact in the Fort Wayne area
through his gifts ofservice and
teaching. His years have included

service for Camp Lutherhaven.Don recalls,
"My parents, Martin and Marceal Luepke, were very

active at Lutherhaven during its early years in the 1950's and I
sort of 'grew up' there as a long time camper, workboy,coun-
selor, and waterfront director."  

In the late 1970's and early 80's Don served on the
Board of Directors of Lutherhaven including several years as
chairman. Don also was interim Camp Director for one summer
between Rev. Kent Wendorf and Zoe Scheidecker, and in 1979,
he began the publication "Chips from the Lutherhaven Log",
which is still printed semiannually with news about the Camp.
Don’s wife Ellen recently retired as Director ofCare Ministry at
Concordia Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne and they have now
moved up to Clear Lake (IN).Don and Ellen have two sons -
Matthew, in Fort Wayne and Nathan in Indianapolis.

Don attended and graduated with a BS
from Valparaiso University, an MS from the
University of Illinois and a colloquy from
Concordia University, River Forest,IL. He served

as mathematics teacher at Lutheran High School East in
Cleveland Heights, Ohio from 1966-1974 and at Concordia
Lutheran High School in Fort Wayne from 1974 until his retire-
ment in 2004.He has been very active in mathematics education
throughout the state and country, serving as a presenter at
numerous conferences, a team leader for the Woodrow Wilson
TORCH program,and teacher at the Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod Hong Kong International School.Don has been
blessed to be the recipient ofthe Valparaiso University
Distinguished Alumni Award, The Tandy Technology Award,
Runner-up for Indiana Teacher of the Year, and the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Teaching of Mathematics.

For the last fifteen years,Don has also served as host for
the weekly television program Worship for Shut-ins, produced by
Lutheran Ministries Media Inc. This 30 minute program is
unique in that it is not produced by any one congregation; it is a
one on one sharing ofthe Gospel ofJesus Christ.Worship for Shut-
insis created with all shut-in ages in mind,from the child in a
children's hospital,to the elderly who are homebound or in care
facilities. Worship for Shut - insis broadcast in eight states.

Chicken Dinner Sunday at Camp Lutherhaven will be
Sunday, July 23,2006. To celebrate the 57th summer ofministry
in God's creation, come out for the worship service and stay for
the Chicken dinner. Lutheran Men ofSongwill also add their talent
to this special day. The Fort Wayne based Lutheran Men ofSongis
a 25 member group that performs throughout the Northern
Indiana area.After the 11:00 a.m.worship, participants can enjoy
a chicken dinner slated for noon in the pavilion. The dinner will
be catered by Goeglein's ofFort Wayne, including chicken,rolls,
vegetables, drinks, and dessert. Adult servings will be sold for
$7.00 and child servings will be sold for $5.00.

For more information on Camp Lutherhaven's Chicken
Dinner, contact the camp office at 260.636.7101 or at
camp@lutherhaven.org .

Chicken Dinner Sunday

Don Luepke

Lutheran Men ofSong
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The ministry of Camp Lutherhaven is what it is today because it has at its foundation a community of supporters that are
prayerful,generous and committed to the cross ofJesus Christ.The Staff and Board of Directors at Camp Lutherhaven wish to
warmly thank all those who have joined hands with us in our endeavor to sustain an outdoor ministry dedicated to the great commis-
sion through year round and summer camping programs for children,youth,and adults. If anyone is missed below please notify the
Camp office so we may correct our mistake. Many also give beyond our ability to record through in-kind donations and volun-
teerism.Thank you all!!!

To Protect the identity
of our donors, we have 
chosen to not publish
them via the Internet.

2005 Contributors

Thank
you
all!



Wish List 
General Camp
• Archery bows and arrows
• BandAids
• Beach balls
• Broomball equipment
• Brooms
• Buoy ropes for swimming 

area
• Camperships ($108-$237)
• Canoes/paddles
• Chain saw (at least 16”)
• Computer software 

upgrades
• Cookie cutters (metal)
• Decks of cards
• Dining Room Chairs

Thank you!
• Djembe (drum)
• Dressers/nightstands for  

cabins
• Electric keyboard/piano

or repair 
• Embroidery floss
• Glue bottles
• Guitar stands
• Hammer drill
• Inner tubes
• Lifejackets
• Luggage carriers
• Megaphone
• Mirrors,full-length for 

cabins
• Music stands/podiums
• New postcards
• Nice serving dishes
• Paddleboats
• Paintbrushes
• Playdough
• Service projects
• Sidewalk chalk
• Snow cone machine
• Snow shovels
• Summer staff care package
• Tempera Paint
• Table saw - large   

Thank you!
• Tractor auger
• Truck - pickup

Daniel Retreat Center
• Artwork/decorating plan
• Board/r ecreational games
• Couches & lounge chairs
• Outdoor rocking/ 

Adirondack chairs
• Ping-pong table - fold up
• Sitting stools
• Stepping stools

To donate an item from the list or
to find out more information,
please contact the Camp office.

Camp Lutherhaven Outdoor Ministry Center
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I was surrounded-inun-
dated by three little boys under
the age of three. My life was a
dream-come-true, but more tax-
ing than I ever imagined.
Unprepared for chronic exhaus-
tion, I found myselfgrowing
dangerously depleted,with no
end in sight.That year, Spring
brought the promise ofwarmer
days and sunny skies, but it
couldn't melt the winter slush
that had settled in my soul.
While in meltdown-mode one
Sunday afternoon my husband
shooed me out the door. With
a perfect amount ofwarmth
and firmness, he said,

"Go. We'll be OK.
Don't come back until the kids are in bed."

Where did I go?  Outside. I needed the
sun in my face, the smell ofSpring in the air and
the promise ofnew life emerging from the soil
beneath my feet.

It's been nine years since then and babies
no longer dominate my life;instead I deal with
spelling tests, skateboards and deodorant. That
impromptu getaway created a tradition that
breathes new life into my soul each Spring-a
retreat, just for me, to bring a fresh perspective
back into my life.

I had been introduced to the blessings of
personal retreats while on staff at a church outside
of Chicago. Initially I was intrigued,yet leery.
"What would I do all day alone with God?"  In
spite ofmy reluctance, God met me in the quiet
hours of that first afternoon. I was hooked.
Even with a strong beginning, my commitment to
personal retreats evaporated with the arrival of my
children. Life got more complicated. Prone to
guilt,taking time away felt selfish. I allowed my
heart to grow accustomed to running on empty.

Not any more. I no longer wait for the
gauge of my emotional and spiritual reserves to
blink in warning. Spring triggers for me a com-

mitment to rest and reflec-
tion. Getting away for a long
afternoon alone with God
recharges my batteries and
melts away the slush.It
allows me to catch my breath,
take inventory and enjoy the
beauty ofGod's creation.

Life in the 21st century is
in overdrive. It's fast,loud
and typically hurling at break-
neck speed.Our overloaded
lives groan with fatigue yet
we treat our need for rest as
an uninvited guest.
Committing ourselves to rest
positively impacts every
aspect ofmy life. It fortifies
my soul,fuels my passion and

fans my faith. The power of this kind ofrest and
renewal is released when believers take time away
from their regular routines to meet with God
alone in the context of a few unhurried hours.

God's invitation to such getaways is per-
sonal and persistent.He knows the rewards in
store for those who choose the road less traveled.
God whispers in our ear, "Retreat." 

Consider coming out for a day of rest and
renewal found in Lutherhaven's Vantage Point
Retreats. These 6-hour getaways are scheduled for
Saturday, July 15 and Sunday,October 29 from
1:00 to 7:00 PM.Invite a friend or your home
Bible study group for a day that targets deep
places within.$15 for individuals and $25 for cou-
ples. Contact the office for the latest retreat
brochure at camp@lutherhaven.org or
260.636.7101

And don't forget about Camp's Day Away
Ministry. YOU are invited out to camp for your
own personal day of rest and renewal,at no cost.
The Day Away room is typically available Monday
through Friday. A welcome packet will set the
stage and retreat guides are available upon request.
Contact the camp office to reserve your Day Away.

The Annual meeting ofthe Lutheran
Camp Association (which is the legal name for
Camp Lutherhaven) is scheduled for September
17th,2 pm at Camp Lutherhaven. Join with oth-
ers friends and supporters of Camp Lutherhaven’s
year round ministry to share information & ideas,

talk about what’s in store for the future,and to
elect several new Board members. Partners,
Congregational Representatives, and visitors are
invited to attend. Free child care and refreshments
will be provided. For more information, please
contact Tim Jank at the Camp office.

Lutherhaven’s Annual Meeting

Retreat!



They spend a summer in the hot sun,coated with bug
spray and sand.They meet new campers every week and sin-
cerely relate to them like they were old friends. They prepare
food for 150+ people at each meal.They have sung "John Jacob
Jingleheimer Schmidt" more times than should ever be required
of a person in their lifetime. But they do it all with a smile and a
measure of God's grace and love in action.

They are,of course, the summer staff of Camp
Lutherhaven and they give tremendously to the campers that find
their way to Lutherhaven each summer.

This year we are unveiling a new idea to help people, like
you,who want to show appreciation to these often underappreci-
ated young people. We are looking for individuals, families, and
church groups to select a day (or two, or more) that they would
commit to demonstrating their support to the 29 summer staff
members in some special way. It could be a giant homemade
card or a heartfelt letter to be posted in the staff lounge. Your
gift could be a basket of fresh apples you picked from a tree in
your back yard or it may be a newspaper that they can use to
catch up on what is happening in the world outside ofCamp.
You decide how to mark the day. Small gestures ofcare and
support can really go a long way in boosting the spirits and ener-
gy levels of the summer staff members,and you can be an
important part of that.

If you are interested in adopting the staff for a day or
have questions about it,call or email Mike at 260.636.7101 or
mike@lutherhaven.org. He will help you select a day and give
you more details on how to make this idea a reality.

Lutheran Camp Association

Camp Lutherhaven
1596 S. 150 W.
Albion, IN 46701-9695
260.636.7101
www.lutherhaven.org
camp@lutherhaven.org

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
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Adopt the Summer Staff (for a day)

Northern Junior High Youth Rally
2006 Indiana District 

Camp Lutherhaven will once again be the site ofthe Indiana District LCMS
Northern Junior High Youth Rally. This year's theme will be "Whatever" based on
Philippians 4:8-9,"Finally,brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is
right,whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things. Whatever you have learned or
received or heard from me-put it into practice. And the God ofpeace will be with
you." This annual,overnight event will take place on September 16-17,2006.

This rally is open for Indiana youth in 7th and 8th grade and will include
speakers, music, inflatable games, worship, field games, Bible Study,and approximate-
ly 200 youth and adults from the northern part of our District.Churches will receive
the registration packet from the Indiana District office in May. If you are interested in
attending, talk to your church leaders to make sure your youth don't miss out.The regis-
tration deadline is at the end ofAugust or when all ofthe spaces are taken.

s
A Retreat of Service

Join us in helping Camp Lutherhaven winterize,improve, clean,and pick up during this weekend of
service. In the spirit ofCamp’s Memorial Family Work Weekend,this Fall work event is scheduled for

Friday and Saturday,October 20-21,2006. This is open to families, youth groups, men's groups, women's
groups and any other servant workers! We start at 7:30 pm on Friday with an orientation followed by an
evening campfire devotion and sing along. After a hearty breakfast,everyone gets started with the morning

work session.Following the afternoon session,at approximately 4:00 pm,workers can take off the
gloves (from working!) and enjoy the labors of their love at Camp. The day will end with dinner and
closing at 6:00pm.You may also come just on Saturday. All meals, cabin lodging, and children programs
are free as a thank you for your time and hard work.


